
THREEThOUSAf
Sixteen Years of Age and

Pretty They Rehearse
Daily.

THEY WEAR STREET DRESS,
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rrdessors Ul lilt) v^jjeia way

"Smile" and "Higher" to
Them Incessantly.

GIRLS LEARN COQUETTISH AIRS.

In Revels of Roses, Bees, Hornets
and Butterflies They Forget the

Manners of the StrawberryFestivals.

To the rehearsals of the fairy operetta,
"Cinderella," at the Metropolitan Opera
House and in private concert halls on

One Hundred and Twenty-fifth street,
came in the afternoon and in the

evening, yesterday, three thousand girls.
.' J _l_l. HahH rtarlr
'JLUree UlUUOttUU guio, 1.11U, u.^uv., ,

lithe, ingenuous, arch or severe, danced in
the dress of the convent, the Bible class
and the common school the dances of the
fairies.
The revels of the roses, butterflies, bees

and hornets; the minuets of the court in
the time of Louis XVI., the gavottes of the
Hungarians, the marches of the nations,
the steps that turn the heads of saints and
princes, were reproduced in patient lessons.
The songs of the Chinese merchants and

Parsees of fantasy, the murmurs of lovers
under the moonlight, the folk lore of negroeson plantations, were chanted in
choruses hardly drilled. Professors of the
opera gave the gestures and the tones, the
pupils followed with an enchanting docility.
There was a hat room, where were

checked hats and coats; then stairways,
then rooms for various classes, in each
one of which was a piano, a ybung woman
thumping on it, a tall, thin professor, in
business dress and dancing sandals, stand-

A Rose, or n Hornet.
"Are you a rose, a hornet, or what?"

asked the guard at every door. He gave directionssharply, In the manner of the theatresince ever. He made one understand In
a word that only poets and children might
be admitted as spectators.
Children were there, with large hats over

plump faces, but they are not to appear in
"Cinderella," for Elbridge T. Gerry Is one

of the patrons of the Foundling Asylum,
for the benefit of which the operetta is to
be given at the Metropolitan Opera House
In the wpek after Christmas. And Mr.
Gerry objects to the playing on the stage ofchildrenunder sixteen.
They were all sixteen years of age, the

three thousand girls, who, in the dress
which they wear in the convent, church
and public school, danced the steps of the
fairies at rehearsal yesterday.
"One, two and three," the professor said.

"Four, five, six and seven. A swish of
your skirts. Make the steps dainty, dainty;
ch, daintier than this!

cxx, xxxx; jLxiextr uxusi ut: tx uuna gx jxux
toe in the air.like this. Bend your waist
end smile, and let your eyes smile, too."
There were girls who might have served

xu Ixjodeis to artists for initial letters I and
L when they came, who were awkward at I
the sound of the bell calling them into line,
and listless apparently, and who left the
rooms at the end with a gracefulness acquiredand an expression in their features
learned that were latent in them always,
surely.

They Are Convent Girls.
How light, gentle and seductive they

were in the pavane that the gentlewoman
led by Mme. de Pompadour in the unconventionalpalace of Louis XV. led, one

who did not see them yesterday, may not
easily imagine, for they are convent and
Sunday school girls. Mrs. Agnes Benton
Barnes, whose direction inspires them, tells
why. She says:
"Well-bred girls make of themselves

what they wish to be. They transform
their figures and minds, not by the use
of artifice, but by the constant exercise
of creative genius.
"Their figures are materials which they

use. liiejr pcucui mcu,

like these. They perfect their minds by
the innate and cultivated gifts of synthesis
and by love of order and rhythm.

"Little by little, among these* three
thousand girls, shall be developed two,
three, seven Cinderollas. There shall be
a different Cinderella for every performance.Oh, the Prince Charming will be a

girl.
"Our Cinderellas would object to kissing

boys. Still, one Prince Charming will be
a boy. In this case the Cinderella is in
real life engaged to be married to the
Prince Charming. He is a member of
New York's most exclusive society."
The roses.Jacqueminot, Marechal Neil.

American Beauties and Tea roses. will
wear crepe paper skirts, fluffed-extremely,
resembling lamp shades. They are two
hundred and. in their two lines of formationat the rehearsal yesterday, they were
a clavier containing all the notes of
beauty. The most apt among them
seemed to be a dark-haired pupil of the
Sacred Heart Convent, particularly recommendedto Mrs. Benton Barnes by the good
nuns. Never did the exhausted professor
have to repeat, "higher!" to her, as to
others.
She sang also in a rich, resonant voice,

and her white teeth caught all the light.
111.. ! I

The roses' shirts win ue use p-wm.
a&irts of the minuet dancers will not cover

their ankles, and those of the gavotte dancerswill be puffed at the hips with panniers.
Hunting and Washtub Choruses,

There are a hunting chorus in Diana's
classic drapery, a washtub chorus in the
Indifferent costume of the Hollanders at the
canals, which Chinamen carrying flatirons
interrupt; a Venetian gondoliers' chorus, a

chorus of Spanish dancers with mantillas
and tambourines, and one of toreadors with
scarfs and castanets.
There is a Maypole, there is a procession

of clowns from the Pedrolino of the Commediadell' Arte in old Italy to the Pierrot
of Montmartre and La Villette. There are

Harlequins and Columbines.
Genevieve Stebbins will exhibit her graduatingclass in the movements of the Delsartemethod, and will dance herself in an

apotheosis, but it is very clear already that
the non-professional are to captivate all the
mt 'rest ui iue

There will be charming contrast betweenwhat they are taught to do in their
strawberry festivals and what they will do
on the stage of the Metropolitan Opera
House. Here Cinderella will be in her
rags, made of more holes than clothes,
barefooted before the cinders of the 'stone
hearth of the kitchen and in an instant
she will appear in the brocade gown of
the fairy books.
Her carriage will be it landau, drawn

by eight ponies not larger than dogs, and
she will lose her slipper In a dance that
the chorus girls of the processional plays
will envy.
Around her the companions of her exaltedadventure will not remember that

there is a line of ninrlestv fixed hv the
fashion of the day for skirts and waists.
The fairies do not know it, they are ingenuousand do not think of evil as the
ordinary world thinks of it, and "Cinderella"is a fairy spectacle.

Man Wants
but little here below, but he wants
it quick. How about a little Journal"Want" that brings quick results?1,763 more printed last Sundaythan same Sunday last year.
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STRONG'S "WE"
FROST-BITTEN.

Couldn't Get His Greater
City Celebration CommitteeEven to Meet.

TO TRY AGAIN TO-DAY.

Meantime Suggestions for a

Happy Demonstration Flood
the Journal Office,

Again Mayor Strong's good-by-Gotham
plan hung Are yesterday. The committee
of eight appointed at Delmonico's to developa grand patriotic "wake'' over the
passing of New York into the greater
municipality did not meet. Salem H. Wales
went over from the East River Bridge
Commission's office to the City Hall at 4
o'clock yesterday afternoon. There he saw
the Mayor and W. F. King, president of
the Merchants' Association. J. Edward
Simmons sent word, as on Saturday, that
he could not leave his bank. Chauncey M.
Depew neither attended nor sent an excuse.Ashbel P. Fitch was uptown, on

crutches, owing to an attack of rheumatic
gout, and Corporation Counsel Scott hied
him away to the pines and politics of
Lakewood. Messrs. Strong. Wales and
King consulted in private for about fifteen
minutes and then announced that the
committee meeting was further adjourned
until to-day. The project appears to have
been "frost-bitten," and It is probable
that it will be dropped.
Meantime popular interest in the subject

of the celebration is on the Increase. The
flood of letters from the people to the
Journal continues. Their tone, without ex-

ception, denotes that the "wake" idea
is not the least bit popular. The followingletter is selected from the large num-
ber received:
To the Editor of the Journal:

Ohl Do not let the passing of old New York
be limited to a one-night festival. We should have
a whole week of it; the grandest festival ever given
in New York. Just think what might be done!
Grand military parades, grand tournaments,

knights and ladies on horseback splendidly arayed,
a battle of flowers, bicycle parades, commercial
parades, balls for all classes, concerts, fireworks
such as have never been made for any other occasion.charity dinners for the poor and charity
entertainments at the theatres, afternoon games on
the splendid asphalt pavement from Madison
square all the way up to the Waldorf-Astoria,
dancing, singing and music all night long if it
should please, .iust as they do it in Paris on the
14th of July; and the streets strung with electric
lights from the Battery to Harlem, and every
building blazing with light and made artistic and
beautiful with draperies of our splendid "Old
Glory."
Why, what are we talking about, what are we

thinking about in limiting the festivities to one
single night ? Let us have preaching in the
squares on Sunday, turn the churches inside out and
let them shout a big amen in one grand chorus,
that will strike the very beams of heaven with a
ringing peal. Out upon us, the grandest city on
earth, if we limit our rejoi«ng to a one-night
twiddle-de-dee. Out upon us! Oh, for the grand
six days' magnificent blow out and blow inl
Ask the merchants, ask the hotel men. ask the

boys and the girls old and young, if this is not
the way to celebrate our glory, our greatness, our
grandeur, our New Year nnd our New York. It
can't come to us again, this glorious occasion, so
don't let us be mean, for we have the opportunity
to launch our greatness on a wave of enthusiasm
that will carry our'new glory on and forward foreverand forever. J. SHERMAN BOLLES.
Tlmt thp nppnsinn should hp markpd hv

some generous provision for the poor of
the great city is an idea that is steadily
gaining ground. It has been expressed
in letters already published, and is presentedby some of the writers whose suggestionsare printed to-day.

A Monster Parade.
To the Editor of the Journal:

I would suggest that on the morning of the
31st of December at sunrise a fleet of war vesselsanchored in the North River should fire a
salute. Later in the day a monster parade
should take place, in which the National Guard
of the State of New York should take part.
In the evening the city should be illuminated

NO STORY is ever told so sweetly
as when told in song. One hears
the melody, the poetry, the tale in
harmony, and it slowly unfolds Itselfinto a beautiful picture of words

and music. Andrew Mack, who is
now presenting "An Irish Gentleman" at
the Fourteenth Street Theatre," is perhaps
best of all in songs that tell a story. His
latest production is "Life's Game of Seesaw,"in which he introduces a sweet little
maiden. No prettier piece of music Is
being sung to-day In New York, and the
Irish Gentleman has had a hard time to
bow himself out when his en^^es are exhausted.The great Sunday Journal next
week will print the song in a double editionof music, full folio size. Moreover,
it will be generously illustrated throughout
Its eight pages with beautiful half-tones
made for the feature. Get it, play it and
sing it.

f
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wit1- fireworks, speeches should be made, and
the day should be a legal holiday.

* JAMES S. M'CARTHY,
123 West 24th street

Raines Law in Parade.
To the Editor of the Journal:

Whatever is done to celebrate the birth of
rirpntpr tCp-nr Ynrlr lot it hp anmptliitljt that
will remain in America's history. So X suggest
that we have a very large parade, and that
every important improvement be represented
therein, especially the Raines law.

J. PIZER,
40 Debevoise street. Brooklyn.

Relief for Foot.
To the Editor of the Journal:
The following is rnj suggestion for the celebrationof the birth of Greater New York:

Let the vast amount of money which will necessarilybe expended in a vain-glorious show of
military pomp be given to establish a fund for
the relief of the thousands of poor people,
which it becomes the greater city's duty to assist.Let Madison Square Garden be thrown
open to the poor: let that large amphitheatre
be filled with music on this joyous occasion, and
the poor indulge in their joy by celebrating
the occasion, with a dance, which will give
joy to thousands of young hearts. A. B. C.

On the Bfidce.
To the Editor of the Journal:

I suggest as being very appropriate to the
occasion that the principal part of the celebraition of Greater New York, should be held on
the New York and Brooklyn Bridge, as that
was the first connecting link of the two great
citiss. A. ,T. MAN.I

No. 361 Broadway.

Feed the Hungry.
To the Editor of the Journal:

Let the hungry be fed, the naked (or nearly
so) be clothed, the barefooted shod and the
homeless housed. It seems to me that is the
very best plan in this great marriage of Father
Knickerbocker to Miss Brooklyn, and a blessing
would follow for Greater New York, and it
would become soon the first instead of the secondcity of this planet. JOHN BADER.

Wants a Mardi Gras.
To the Editor of the Journal:
My opinion is that consolidation day should

be on the same style as Mardi Gras in New
Orleans, and that it should be celebrated for
four days. IRVING G. LEON.
No. 112 East One Hundred and Third street.

Stereopticon Display.
My idea for the celebration of the consolidationof the cities is as follows: On New Year's

eve there should be stereopticon views at all
the principal squares, given by the newspapers.
As it nears 12 there should be a grand displayof fireworks. The stereopticon views
should be of scenes in the city from its
origin up to the present time.
On January 1 there should be a parade of

the business interests and the trades unions, in
which there should be floats representing the
growth of the various branches of trade and
commerce. There should bo mass meetings in
all parts of Greater New York, addressed by
prominent riien.

ALBERT W. GREENHALL.
No. 179 East Ninety-fifth street.

Flags Everywhere.
To the Editor of the Journal:

I should suggest that every public building
and private house be decorated with flags. At
Forts Washington and Hamilton there should
be firing of cannon. There should be a great
parade called the Greater New York parade.

KATIE M'CARTHY.
No. 123 West Twenty-fourth street.

IMMIGRATION GOES OVER.
Senators Agree to Take a Final Vote on

the New Bill on Monday, January17, at 3 o'Clock p. m.

Washington, Dec. 13..Mr. Lodge made
an effort in the Senate to-day to secure an

immediate vote upon his Immigration bill,
which is substantially the same measure
that was passed by the Fifty-fourth Congressand vetoed by President Cleveland.
Mr. Alien objected to an immediate vote,
and suggested that the final vote on the
amendments and the bill be taken on Monday,January 17, at 3 p. m. This suggestion
was accepted by Mr. Lodge, and the order
fox a vote at that time was made.
Mr. Gorman, chairman of the Democraticsteering committee, presented an

order, which was adODted. rearranging some

of the committee assignments of some of
the Democratic members, made necessary
by the incoming of some new members.
Except the reporting of the Legislative,Executive, and Judicial Appropriationbill, which is to be considered

to-morrow, the House did no public
business to-day. The entire session was
consumed in adjusting a personal disputebetween Mr. Hepburn, of Iowa, and
Mr. Norton, of Ohio, which grew out of a

controversy that occurred last week during
the debate on the Pension bill. The point
at issue was as to whether a certain word
used by Mr. Norton, but which he afterwarddisclaimed any intention of using,
should appear in the permanent record. Mr.
Hepburn offered to withdraw a motion he
made to make the record conform to the
stenographer's report if Mr. Norton would
again disavow the word on the floor, but
this Mr. Norton declined to do, and after a
long debate involving the practices of the
House and the amenities between members,
the House, by a party vote.130 to 121.
sustained Mr. Hepburn's motion.

LEFT THE BOYS TO BURN.
Mother Started the Fire with h^rosene

ancl the Father Rushed Off
for Assistance.

Auguston, Pa., Dec. 13..Mrs. E. R.
Fredericks started tiie kitchen fire with
kerosene this morning. An explosion fol-
lowed, throwing Wie burning oil over the
kitchen.
Her husband started out to alarm the

neighbors, overlc/frinf in his excitement
three sleeping bojL^J.gecl eight, six and
four years, respect: r"*iy, in the upper part
of the house. The mother succeeded in escapingwith her baby, though both were
badly burned. The tire was extinguished
and the bodies of the three boys found,
burned beyond recognition.
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Lost in the Woods After His Wife
Received the Gold, Silverand Bills.

Columbus, O., Dec. 13..A box of gold and
a raving madman have created no end of
excitement among the farmers near the city
of Sandusky. One of the most prosperous
and highly respected farmers in the neighborhoodwas Herman Redinger, who came

there in 1892 from Chicago. Saturday Redingerleft the house, telling his wife that
be was going to the field to husk corn. A
minute later he was a maniac.
With almost superhuman strength he demolishedall the furniture in the house

and finally rushed out with a shotgun and
revolver, bent on murder. The neighbors
were called in and overpowered him. Five
stalwart men struggled with him at intervalsall night to keep him in the house.
Sunday morning he became calm and apparentlyrational, and was left with his
family. He told his wife later that he had
a large box full of money in the barn and
offered to show her fvliere it was
Mrs. Redinger accompanied him, climbing

up to the hayloft, and there from under
the rafter he took an old box. Sure enough
It was full to the brim with money. The
bottom and sides were lined with bills of
large denominations and the rest was gold
and silver coin, enough, all told, to make
a snug fortune. The money was undoubtedlythe savings of Kedinger's whole life.
After handing the valuable box to his

wife, Redinger became violent again and
dashed away from his home and family
toward Venice. He ran with the speed of
a deer, rushing wildly over and under wire
fences, tearing his clothes and receiving
ugly cuts and gashes on his body, from
which the blood fairly spurted. No one
could follow the demented man far, and all
trace of him was lost near Venice. He is
supposed to either nave drowned Himself *

or to be in hiding in the woods. 1
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iSH FOR FOOD
FROM DAWSON.

[)ne Thousand Men in a

Stampede Over the
Mountains.

STARVING ON THE WAY

Estimated That One-Quarter of
the Party Will Not Live

i Til il. Oi
io leu me oiory.

Victoria, B. C., Dec. 13..A thousand and
more men. fearing starvation, have stampededfrom Dawson City and sought escape
over the mountains. According to the news

which reached this city by the steamer
Topeka, from Dyea, these men were illprovisioned,and conditions, in the latter

part of October, became so alarming that
the men decided to flee for their lives.
Auk, the Indian mail carrier, who brought

this report to Dyea, left the Yukon capital
fully ten days aftftr the party. Ho says
the vanguard of the terror-stricken army
was following less than a week behind him.
Auk declared that fully 25 per cent of the
stampeding army would not live to recite
the horrors of their flight north.
The river steamers, Bella and Weare, it

now appears, did not land more than 100
tons of provisions on their arrival in Dawsonin the early part of October, owing to
their having been held up at Circle City.
The only bright view of the situation is
that the crossing of the pass above Dyea
and Skaguay has lately been greatly improvedand within a month will be In excellentcondition.
A Dyea syndicate, headed by George F.

Ulmer, proposed to go to the relief of the
hungry at Dawson. They will make the
United States Government an offer to deliver50,(XX) pounds of provisions within
fifty days after the time of starting for
Dawson for the sum of $75,000. They alreadyhave 5,000 pounds of provisions
stored at Lake Bennett, which they will
take in over the Chilkoot Pass this Winter.
Ulmer will go south by the next steamer

to lay his proposition before the Secretary
of War. It is stated that material for the,
proposed railway over Takau Pass has
Seen shipped from the East.
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$50,000 for a Porter Statne.

Washington, Dec. 13..Mr. Cummings, of New
York, to-day introduced in the House a bill appropriating$5(1,000 for a statue of Admiral David D.
Porter, in Washington.
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IflLLAGE MOVES
HUT OH WHEELS.

Churches and Storesof WhitlockvilleMake Room
for a Reservoir.

3IGSTIES JOIN EXODUS.

Sroton Falls Cemetery Soon to
Give Up Its Dead, by Order

of Aqueduct Board.

The little village of Wltlockville, In the
lorthern part of Westchester County, which
idjoins Katonah, Is about to be abandoned
jy the primitive residents, and its site is
to be transformed into a large reservoir
:o supply New York City.
The migration of houses, stores, churches,

Darns, pigsties and chicken coops is under
(vay. The sight presented by the unusual
spectacle of such buildings being pulled
ilong the highways by scores of horses is
inique.
At Croton Falls the work of removing

i thousand bodies from the old cemetery
on land condemned by the New York
Aqueduct Commissioners will be comuencedimmediately. The quietude of the
>ld Croton Falls graveyard has not been
listurbed for years, and it is expected
hat many odd things will be brought to
ight, as a hundred years ago it was the
>urial place of the Kitchawan Indians who
nhabited that section. The bodies, it tnere
s anything left of them, will be reinterred
in Invandall cemetery, six miles away.

A "Bad Man," Aged Seventeen.
Although but seventeen years old, Thomas

Murphy, of No. 425 West Fifty-second
street, is making a name as a "bad man."
Not only i£ he described by his sister,
who since their parents died has kept
house for him, as an habitual drunkard,
but 011 Sunday night he returned to his
home after two days' absence and beat her
so severely that she fled to the street. Yesterdayhe was sent to the workhouse.
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